
The Arbor Group Cares
At The Arbor Group, we are constantly evolving with our environment
through both listening to the public’s feedback and keeping up with the
latest research. This month, we are excited to share some excerpts from
Donald R. Hodel’s article on olive trees in Southern California. Olive trees
are a historical and essential part of our landscape, and Hodel’s article
shares some great insight regarding this species.



Xylella Is Not the Cause of Olive Tree Leaf Scorch, Dieback, and
Death in California 

DONALD R. HODEL 

“The olive tree, Olea europaea, has
a long history in California. The
Franciscans introduced olives during
the development of the California
missions in the 18th century. The
olive became an integral part of
California agriculture in the 19th and
20th centuries and still is today,
although acreage devoted to fruit
production is declining. The olive is
also a favored landscape tree in
California, prized for its historical
value, rugged, rustic good looks,
superb adaptation to the California
environment and growing conditions,
and pest and disease resistance. 

However, in the last 25 years or so,
leaf scorch and twig and branch
dieback have affected landscape

leaf scorch, twig and branch dieback,
and death in California (Krugner et
al. 2014, Urbez-Torres et al. 2013,
2020).  
 
Olive trees originate in the
Mediterranean region and are well
adapted to a climate like that of
Southern California, one with cool,
typically moist winters and warm, dry,
mostly rainless summers. Once
established, olive trees are superbly
adapted to little if any summer
irrigation in coastal Southern
California, and irrigation practices
should reflect this adaptation. 

 
In summary, contrary to popular
thought, a complex of fungi, not the



olive trees in California, sometimes
severely so, even leading to death.
For many years, it was thought that
the bacterium Xylella fastidiosa,
which is vectored by the glassy-
winged sharpshooter, was the cause
of this malady. However, research
and peer-reviewed publications have
shown that, while Xylella fastidiosa is
often recovered from affected olive
trees, it is weakly pathogenic and is
not the cause of these leaf and
branch diseases and death. In fact, a
complex of several fungi are the
primary culprits causing olive tree 

bacterium Xylella, causes leaf
scorch, twig and branch dieback,
and even death of landscape olive
trees in California. However, these
fungi are relatively weak pathogens
and typically attack and cause
damage only on stressed trees.
Thus, providing optimal cultivation to
produce healthy, stress-free trees is
critical to avoiding these fungal
diseases or mitigating their effect on
landscape olive trees.”

Seasonal Tip

Put a spring in your step–with every passing moment you could be missing the
perfect time to treat your olive trees! If you have a property with olive trees and
need to limit the fruit production for visual or safety concerns, schedule an
inspection. Timing is everything when it comes to reducing the amount of
potential fruit your tree can produce. One of our Arborists will be able to
determine the optimal time to treat your specific trees.



Employee Spotlight
Rebekah Barker is being recognized for

her tenacious drive of excellence.

Rebekah has worked in the Green

industry for 14 years. She studied

Horticulture at Long Beach City College,

where she honed her craft. She is a

Certified Arborist and also holds a

Certification in Ornamental Horticulture.

Her colleagues appreciate and respect her

attention to detail in everything she does.

Want to know the scientific name for your

tree? Not a problem when Rebekah is

around. She has the knowledge to identify

the needs of your urban forest. It is an

honor to work alongside such a skilled and

personable individual.

Annual Aerial Rescue Training



This month we held our annual Aerial Rescue Training, where each member of
the team learned how to respond in case of an emergency. There were multiple
training locations with great lessons on safety and equipment related topics.
Special thanks to team member Jorge Farfan for the effort put into the event as
he also spent the afternoon cooking lunch for the employees. Additionally, the
Red Wing Boot truck showed up to the event where each employee was able to
pick out a pair of boots, compliments of The Arbor Group. 

Need Our Services?
The Arbor Group is an excellent choice to maintain your urban forest. If you
need a quote to trim, treat, or takedown, schedule an inspection today!

WIN $50  
 
Win a $50 Starbucks gift card, delivered straight to your inbox! We want to hear
from you! Tell us what topics you’re most interested in or share a tree-related
question or concern with us. Submit now for a chance to win! 
 
RULES: 
Submit Question to: LMartony@TheArborGrp.com 
Submit By: April 20, 2022 
Winner & Answer Announced before next Quarterly Newsletter. 
 

Schedule an Inspection
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